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Not so very long ago, in the lovely village of
Overton, there lived a Shepherd who tended
a flock of sheep. The Shepherd’s name was
Ivor. Ivor knew the names of all his sheep
and could recognise each of them from a
long way o_)ff — even when it was foggy or
getting dark. One summer’s day, as Ivor

whistled his way along the North Field
path, he immediately realised something

was wrong. One of his sheep was missing!
He scanned the flock again to make sure
but no, one of his lambs had deﬁnitely
disappeared. It was then that vor spotted a
small gap in the hedge, but the little sheep

was nowhere to be seen. As you follow the

clues on this trail you should catch up with
the sheep and discover what happened

to him. You should also discover the
Shepherd’s family name, the sheep’s name,
and how many sheep were in the fold.



Make your way to the Biodivers ity Meadow
on the Kingsclere Road — at the bottom of
the North Field Path, opposite Flashetts. 1t’s
also called Little Meadow. You can park by
St. Mary’s Church or the cemetery and walk
along to the chicane in the road, heading
away ﬁom the vi“age.

Sometimes male lambs are called Tups so that is what we'll call
the lamb until we discover his real name. Tups had often heard
the children ﬁfom Overton School talking about Little Meadow
and how a sea-urchin fossil had been found n it which was

70 million years old and also a ﬂin’cs’cone which was thousands
of years old and which had been heated in a ﬁve and then
popped into a pot of water to help it boil! But what he liked
most about the Meadow was the human sundial. Here the
children would stand on the wooden marker, and the shadow
of their bodies would tell him whether it was nearly tea-time!

W Tups’ favourite game was to leap in and out of the
wooden posts with his ﬁriends playing Peek-a-Baal
Standing on the month marker, how many of the

little wooden posts are there in the ﬁfont row?

What is the name given on the board to
the type of fossilfound here? A Shepherd’s




So, here he was, little Tups, outs ide Little Meadow and Veady
for an adventure! But which way to go? He liked the idea of
fo”owing the pa‘ch up the hill to the school, but his mother
had ’caugn‘t him a nursery Vhyme which suggested this was
against the rules. So, he decided instead, to cross the road
and head toward the viﬂage because he could smell his
favoun‘ce lambs-tail lettuce growing in the allotments, and
he noped to have a little nibble on his way past!

3 How many of the black “Snepnerd’s—Cvook” lamp

posts did Tups pass on the left-hand side on his
way to Church Road?

(Include the one with the school SIgn on it.)

As Tups reached the corner of K'Lngsc[ere Road and Church
Road his fee’c were beginning to fee[ rather sore ﬁrom the
pavement and he was glad to spot the lusn-looking grass on
the other side of the road. Looking cavefuﬂy all three ways
Tups crossed over the road and into the old water meadow
on the ORC sign. This meadow used to be deﬁberate[y
ﬂooded to improve the soil for growing crops.

4 What is the name of this facility?
Street Sports Ground.

You can imagine Tups nib’oling his way t’mrougn the grass
on his way towards the viﬂage, but you should walk along
the pavement on Kingscleve Road. The ﬁvs‘c house YOU Pass
on your leﬁ is built on the site of the Old Penny School.
Old Penny was not the name of the Headteacher but Vefers
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to the fee o_f 2p per week! Tups fel’c hot in the sun because he
was too young to have his coat sheared and it was starting
to get quite thick. And soon he Ioegan to fee little ’chws‘cy
and so he was glad when he reached the river and could

have a drink while he watched the trout playing
hide-and-seek in the rushes.

“Hello! What have we here?” a voice suddenly asked and
gave Tups quite a shock. The man whose voice it was liﬁed
Tups up and began to carry him across the river. Tups wasn't
sure whether to be ﬁ‘igh’cened or glad because he wanted to
reach the viﬂage, but he hadn’t known how to cross the river.
Nowadays there are bvidges on Kingsclere Road, but it wasn't
always so. The road stmp [y entered the river and you had to
get your legs wet! Not so [ong ago the vange children raced

down the river here in their tin baths! The man continued to




carry Tups towards the centre of the viﬂage and as he passed
Town Mill, Tups noticed a lavge, black swing—hoist on the
wall opposite the bridge, used fov [ifting Ioags of corn. Then
he spotted a plaque on the wall saying that Town Mill is
mentioned in the Domesday Survey.

What year was the Domesday Survey written?
A.D.

Tups had heard quite a bit about Town Mill. He knew that
the Anglo Saxons had s’aaped the river here so it was fas’c
enough to turn a water wheel and that the wheel had been
used to gr'md corn and acorns (to feed pigs); he also knew a
fair bit about plants and animals as we shall soon see.

At this point Tups was still being carried ﬁghﬂy loy the man
up the slope and along on the Vailings to the crossroads and

here he spotted the ﬁvst of the animals he would meet on
his Journey.

6 What animal could he see on the pub sign on the
left at the crossroads?
A white

This inn has been serving food and drink to hungvy
travellers for over 500 years! It was one of the places where
the carriages carrying the mail ﬁrom London would change
horses on their way to Exeter.

7 How many miles is it to London ﬁrom here?
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But it wasn't the inn which caught Tups’ attention. 1t was
something altogether fav noisier and smellier! The whole

of Winchester Street was heaving to the sound of Ioleaﬁng
sheep! At least 70,000 of them!! Tups had stumbled upon
the Overton Sheep Fairl What a racket they made! But then,
fov the ﬁrst time on his adventure, Tups Ioegan to fee[ a little
bit frightened. His fa’chev had told him about the Sheep Fair
and how sheep and lambs were sold and then disappeaved
for ever! 1s that what was going to happen to these sheep?

Is that what was going to happen to him?! He shuddered at
the thought and decided he must try and escape ﬁrom the
man’s hold. His captor crossed over diagonally and Ioegan to
walk along the [eft side of Winchester Street. Then, all of a
sudden, the man hfqoped over a sleep ing sheepdog and feu
headlong to the ground.’ Tups quickly managed to leap ﬁree
and disappear into the crowd - but which way to go? He lknew
that the Sheep Fair wasn't a good p[ace fov a lamb but on
the other hand he had spo‘cted something that looked rather
ﬁm in the distance — a fairgvound carousel! Welll What a
diﬁicul‘c decision! But with little move than a second though‘c
Tups decided to take a gam/o le and gambo”ed fw’cher along

Winchester Street towards the carousel.

8 ervying on he saw the Vets which he had never
had to visit,
and he noticed the [ogo was an animal’s

print.




And at Batten’s Avenue (opposite the Methodist

Church) he saw that it had twice won the
Street Award” and which still has

lovely hanging baskets in the summer.

‘l O At No 37 Winchester Street he spotted one of his

favoun’ce P lants on the house name. What was it?

Cottage.

“I “I At No 41 Winchester Street he spotted a painted

lace curtain and some Interesting hanging basket

hooks — one with a chicken and chicks on and on

the other hook he saw a

and a Mouse.




He stopped fov a quick nibble of grass outside St Luke’s
Hall where the Community Church meet, and Ioeyond that
he saw Yield House which was once a Doctors’ Surgery and
where an operating table was Vecen’dy found in the [oft.’ But
what Tups VeaUy had his eye on was the carousel and Ioefore
he knew it, he was there! Laughing children were Viding up
and down on their favovurite animal and, Just as they were
c(im’oing oﬁ at the end of their turn, Tups saw his chance
to jump up and take his place on the carousel. He knew he
would have to keep comp le‘cely still and not make a sound
if one of the children chose to sit on him and, sure enough,
as the music started up again, a little g'url jumped onto his
back, clu‘cching a [avge toy sheep. Tups managed to take her
weight without moving but Just as they were going round
for the second time he couldn’t resist the urge to look up

at the little ghr[ and say: “Baa”! “Mummy! Mummy!” the
little gir[ shouted. “The slaeep said ‘Baa’!” “1 know, 1 know”
replied her mother. “1 veplaced its batteries yesterday!”

“No!l No!” shouted the little girl and in the excitement Tups
managed to sl'qo away and found himse[f on the other side
of Winchester Street.

W 2 ancmg 2l ong the pavement away ﬁfom the

vil age Tups could see another fovur foo’ced animal
on another very old pub — this time a Gvey




quos knew that this breed of dog is the second fastest

animal on earth and can reach 30 mph in 3 strides but

what he didn’t know was whether this one was ﬁiendly or
not! Not wanting to take the chance he decided to head
back towards the centre of the viﬂage.

Soon Tups found himsebf outside the Redfovt Tandoori.

This restaurant stands on the site of the old vi”age Reading
Room. This is where men could come and read newspapers,
play games and have a drink — but not the women!
Huwrrying a[ong towards the Methodist Church Tups
stopped outside the two gates with Crosses on and looked
up to the sky because he had heard the sound of another of

his favowite animals.

1 3 “l have four hooves, a tail and mane and sit atop

a weathervane”. Can you spot me?

I'm a

Soon he came to an old house called Pickwicks, which was
built in about 1480.
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] 4 What sort of hat is Mr Pickwick holdmg in his
hand‘7

hat.

] 5 As he came to the News and Events board
Tups noticed that Overton Parish Council had
celebrated its

N 1994.

Nearing the Community Centre, Tups saw two Iorigh’c red
’celephone boxes which swprised him because he had heard
there was Just one and it used to be pain‘ced white dwing

the World War 1 blackout to stop people Ioumping nto it at
night.’ Looking up ﬁrom the te[ephone boxes Tups spo’cted the
Community Centre and Li’oravy which used to be the viuage
school and he could Just make out the date when the Village
school was built. ]fyou look carefﬁlly you should spot it too.

W 6 When was this old school built?

The leﬁ part of the building with the chimney was the
Headmaster’s house. Tups followed the Community Centre
round to the leﬁ because he had always wondered what a
Li’orary was.

On the wall outside the Li’omvy door (which has

W the word “Girls” above it) he read the story called
“The Trafalgar “about the Captain of a
sh'qo who changed horses at Overton while bringing

news of Napoleon’s defeat at Trafalgar in 1805

Tl



W What was the name of the Captains ship?
H M Schooner .

Tups never did get to see inside the Li’orary because
] 9 Just as he ﬁnished Vead'mg the story of the Ship’s

Captain changing his Post-horse in Overton fov the
th time (line 3), he suddenly heard the sound
of a tewiﬁc loang.’

Looking up he saw that a tractor pu”ing a trailer of hay

bales had taken the corner too fas’t and shed its load

all over the road! Not only that but the hay bales were
completely blocking Kingsclere Road! “Oh bother” thought
Tups. Then “Oh no!” and finally “Oh help!” And for the
third time that day Tups fel’c rather aﬁfaid. What could he
do? He didn’t know how to get home any other way! He
looked this way and that and loegan to bleat a little, but he
knew he mustn’t draw attention to himself or he might be
sold.’jus’c then, when he had started to shiver and tremble,
he sudden(y spo’cted something which was very familiar to
him. n fac’c, it was the only ‘ching that looked fami[iar In
this street — a Shepherd’s crook! Not any Shephevd’s crook
but his Shepherd’s crook disappeaving round the corner
towards Bridge Street! With his little heart racing Tups
crossed the road and Ioegan to huwy along the High Street.
He had heard about the 17th Century Barber Surgeon Mr
Worssum, who lived where the Bathroom Shop now is and
how he could not only cut your hair but also remove [wmps,
Ioumps and even limbs with his sharp knives! Tups could
smell the grass in St. Mary’s gavden and would have loved
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to nibble the ﬂowers, but he knew he must keep going Lf

he were to have any chance of seeing the Shepherd’s crook
again. On the other side of the road he could see Hobbs with
Its very old oak beams and ﬁveplace inside and huwying
on, Tups passed Overton Gal[ery with its tiny summer
house in the tea garden.

Further al ong on the other side of the road he
2@ spo’cted that house no 27 was built in 1871 and

has the initials above the date but a few

doors later by Renasci Designs he saw that no 33

S neaﬂy 500 years Old

ZW When was it built?

But then, when he reached the corner of Bridge Street, he
had no idea which way to go! ]fhe went straigh’c on, he
would come to the old toll house; going left up Red Lion

Lane would bving him to the old infant school where pupils
sometimes had to be taught in the porch; or going V'Lght
would take him down Bridge Street towards the older part
of the vil[age. Well, he chose Bridge Street, not because he
could hear the ﬁiend[y ducks quacking, but because he
though’c he heard his name Ioeing carried on the wind. Not
once, not twice but three times! “Tups? Tups? Tups?”. He
twitched his ears and tilted his head to one side and set oﬁ
down Bvidge Street.
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Almost immediate[y he s’copped n

his tracks because he spotted two
animals on the left side o_f Bridge
Street which might eat a lamb given
half a chance! The ﬁvs‘c was on a

weathervane.

2 2 What animal was it?
A .

Tups noticed that it ahfeady had a goose in its mouth! This
animal was the name of the pub at this address. There were
many pu’os in Overton where men could drink but women
were only allowed inside to have their Jugs ﬁ”ed with beer —
which ’chey had to drink at home! The second was an even
ﬁevcer animal on the door knocker at no 3.

2 g% X/ha’c was that?

2 Huwrrying on, he noticed the very old house on
the yeﬁ with a thatched Voof and on the door

plao’ue Q}C No 30 he saw a ﬁiendly looking ‘ceddy




When he tvip—tvapped over the Iovidge he was relieved that
there were no trolls underneath, on[y trout! Finaﬂy, he came
to the last house on the left where medieval pottery has been
found in the garden.

2 5 At the ORC on the Vight he noticed an advert for
the Walk'mg for Health group. What are the second
and third digits of their phone number (in the area

code)?

Finall y he came to the last house on the eﬁ where
26 medieval pottery has been found in the garden

What is the name of this 18th Century house?

The Old

Tups was now entering the older part of the vi”age which
in the 13th Century consisted of Just the church and Court
Farm House opposite. As its name suggests this was where
the Court was held. When the Bishop of Winchester stayed
here in 1306, he was presented with two peacocks.’ Sadly
’chey were pm’oa’o ly eaten as ‘chey were a deﬁcacy for the
rich in those days. Jane Austen’s brother, James, also lived
at Court Farm House when he was a curate at St. Mary’s.
Just then he heard a comforting sound. Not the Shepherd’s
voice this time but the Shepherd’s pipe! And the fami[iav
tune seemed to be waﬁing on the breeze ﬁ‘OWl the hill by

the church.
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2 7 Trotting happily along the pavement towards the
church he spotted another weathervane on the leﬁ,

this time of 2 engine.

Then he carefu“y crossed the road loy the ﬁvst gate to the
church and made his way up the path on the leﬁ.

At the top Tups was glad to see a puddle beneath the garden
tap, and he knelt down to drink. Here, ﬁrom the top of the
hill, he could see p'mk and orange clouds in the sky and the
ﬁrst of the evening stars beginning to twinkle. But in St.
Mary’s churchyard there were earth-born stars twink[ing

in the grass! All around him little loright green [igh’cs
glimmered and ﬂashed, twisting and twning like fairy

SLght and for a moment Tups lost himse f in the oveLy {
show and almost fovgot that he himse f was
ac’cuauy lost! When he came to, he wasn't

lamplights’ What on earth were they7 It was a fascinaﬁng ‘

sure which way to go. He could no
longer hear the shepherd’s pipe,
but he continued a[ong the
path on the fence away
ﬁfom the road and
quite suddenly, on

the leﬁ, he came to a
little secret garden.

As he entered the
garden, he could

Just make out, in the



fading light, a stone plaque with these words: “All your

works, Lovd, echo the silent music of your praise’.

2 What date is on the bottom of the plaque?

Fo”owing the pa‘ch round past the benches he spotted
another Interesting o’ojec‘c. It was too late now to see the time
on this sundial because the sun and the shadows had gone

to bed, but you should be able to make out the name of a
ﬂowev which spoke of the coming day.

2 9 What is it?
Morning

Lastl Y, he saw a creature made out of stones.

3 @ What is it?

And then he remembered vor ‘tel(ing him a story about
this ancient Christian symbol. In Greek the word for ﬁsh S
“Iethus” and the early Christians used the sign of a fish as a
secret sym’oo[ because in Greek the letters of Icthus are the
furst letters of the words: “Jesus Christ of God, Son, Saviour”.
Now he had seen the sign for himsebf [ But only Just, fov Lt

was now almost dark.

As he leﬁ the garden, he still had to choose which way to

g0 — Vight, towards the road or leﬁ through the chwchyard
towards the ﬁelds, but Just then the darkness was suddenly
scattered on coloured lights coming from the church windows!

7



Walking back to where the tap was, he looked up at the
church and saw a s‘cained—glass window show'mg a Shephevd
holding a crook in his hand. The Shepherd also seemed to be

carrymng someth'mg else but quos wasn’t sure what it was.

It was now Ioeginning to rain and Tups couldn’t think of a
better place to shelter than the church.




3] He passed a wooden bench with the words “l am

)

the sun Lgh’c on quened
carved on the fron’t and on the outer door of the
church quos could make out several birds etched

on the g[ass.

3 2 How many birds are there on the g[ass doors?

Don’t miss the swallows at the top! The next door was

comp le‘cely diﬂ%rent Thankfully It was open because it is
made of very heavy oak and is around 500 years old! This
folding door with its hinge in the middle is very unusual
and is like the door of the Temple in Ezekiel’s vision in the
Bible. mside the church it was warm and dvy but Tups
VeaUy wanted to go home. He was fee[ing very tired after his
great adventure and rather homesick.

3 3 Inside, on the fo dmg wooden door he could see
love y wal hangmg made on the children of

Primary School in

2008.

3 4 What does the banner say the Lord is?

It reminded him of his own Meadow because there were
ﬂowers all around and sheep grazing m the ﬁe[d.

3 5 How many sheep are there in the picture?

9



3 6 And what time does the church clock show

in the picture?

.00 p.m.

As he looked around a little more, he sudden[y spo‘cted the

same s’cained—glass window he had seen ﬁrom the outside,
but now he could see what else the Shepherd was holding.

37 It was a
.’

Gazing up at the window Tups imagined what it would be
like to be back in the Shepherd’s arms — safe and enfo(ded,
and Just then the most amazing ‘ching happened. Around
his back he fel’c strong hands lgjcing him up and he found
aimself Ioeing p[aced on someone’s chest! 1t was vor! lvor

had found him! Tups couldn’t believe the feeling of Joy at

oeing held tighﬂy again — not on someone who was intent

on seﬂing him but on vor who had always watched over
him. He bleated with deligh‘c and nuzzled up to lvor’s neck.
lvor genﬂy placed Tups round his shoulders and took him
out into the chwchyard. On their way back to Little Meadow
their pa’ch was lit on the little green beacons and Tups

asked vor if he knew the secret of the lampligh’cs. “1do”
said Ivor. “They are glow-worms! And T'll tell you another
secret. They're not worms at all! They've beetles!” When they
arrived at Little Meadow Tvor opened the gate and p[aced
Tups on the grass. It was now quite dark but Tups lknew

that he was home. What he didn’t yet know was that Tvor
was p[anning a party to celebrate his return!
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To discover or's family name f Ul in your
answers to these quesﬁons:

Q29

QZ7

Q34

Q14

21



) 13
3
Q1
Q37
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How many sheep did or leave

behind in order to f nd Tups?

Add up your answers to the fo“owmg
question

You can check your answer in the Bible on
looking at Luke c’napter 15, verses 2 to 7
(page 1048 in the church Bibles)
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